ished I8
recalved
service .oF the
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pereef his home here, aged 46 years.

three of the
jotal majority Iui

ried one ward by

of the election will be
g within ninety days of
saloons and a halt dozen,

¢ fight has been one of the bl
ever waged In Virginla.
ig sald the wets will contest the

- - Ralirosd Took Hand,
to the Daily Press.
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publishers may legally accept trans-
portation over the rallroads In return
!for advertising In their columns
probably wil soon be deccided by the
Supreme Court of the United States,
The Chicago, Indianajolis & Louls-
| yille Rallway Company, generally
koown as the “M:.non Route” has
i brought to that court & cnse invely-
ing this question, and It Is probable
that court will find in it & subject of
| such general lmportance as lo Justi-
ity it in advancing the hearlng.
| “The suit originally was instituted
by the government in the United
| States Circult court for the northern
! district of Illinois. :
[ Ttat ccurt held that such a trans
actlon would, in all probability re
sult in descrimination and thereforc

Convicted Grafter Dies,

(By Assoclated Press.)
MEDIA, PA., Dec. 20.—Willlam L.
Mathues, former ireasurer of Penn
sylvania, died suddenly late today at
The
 eause of death’was given by his phy-
| sicidh as predmonia. but it is gener-
Ia]!y believed that this Illness was
superinduced by Mathues' tribula-
| tions which were brought on him by
A the Harrisburg caplial graft cases.

idetlded against the company,
¥

ere today the ang his recent sentence of 1Wo years
by a majorily | jn the penitentiary for his part in the

| alleged comspiracy agalnst the State.

President Roosevelt’'s Holiday.

WASHINGTON, D. (., Dec id—
President Roosevelt will enjoy his
,only rest during the present holfday
'geagon by a viel: tomorrow to the
country home of Surgeon General
Rixey, of the navy.

He will spend the entire day at the
! Rixey home, which 1s located on the

es these there are four clubs Virginia h'lls jus: seroes the Poto-
retall liquor licenses.

town also has a large whiskey
and a big brewery.

Anti-Saloon League has pledg-

If to give $10,000 to aid In en-

the law after the saloons are

THAL 15 PROGRESSNG
TR 15 PROG

Two Wonen Charged Wi b
Kiling on Trial for Life.

)
owce,“ v, Dee. s0—aner TN WITAESSES . ARE EXAMINED
b men and women, the dfy

Sister of Dead Man's Wife Assumes
Responsibility for Death Dealing
Shot—Contends That She Acted in
Self Defence,

e

(By the Assoclated Press)

MBDIA, PA., Dec. 30.—The trial of
Mrs. M. Florence Erb and her sister
! Mrs. Catherine Beigel, for the murder
of Captain J. Clayton Erb, progressed
vapidly here today.

Adj wis
tomorrow morning.

Abcut ten witnesses were examin-
among them the gservants in the em-
ploy of the Erb bousehold at the
time of the tragedy, and some off-
clals who investigated the crime.

The testimony, the defense lawyers
sald, tended to g in the o
tha: Mrs. Beisel, as ghe has main-
. talped*from the first, fired the fatal
‘shot.

Turncd Revolver Upen Owmer.

Each witness who described the
scenes at the house after the shoo'-
ing testifieq that she admitted hav-
ing taken the revolver from Erb and
turned it o8 him.

There was direct testimony, how
ever, to sphold her contention tha:
the acted in self defense.

The  teslimony in no manner as
sociated . Mrs. Erb with having done
[the sbootins.

. ‘Quarrels and fights ai “iied @ables”
Jong preceding the tragedy were des-
eribed by the servamts, and ome wii-
hess testified that Mrs. Erb had con-

ed that her husband cnce threw

r down stairs, breaking ®everal
ribs: that she feared her busband.
and always slept with a revolver un-
deor bWec pillow, and with a servaont
in the room to protect her, was aleo
admitted in eyidence,

it el e — =
FOR ITALIAN SUFFERERS.
WASHINGTCN. D. C,, Dec. 30—At
the meeting of the execullve commir-
tee of the American National Red
Cross, it waas decideq that inasmnch
o8 the Cal'fornia work of the =ocie
ends tomorTow to ajpropriate from
sarplas of the fund for that work
mow in the hands of the Red Cross,
the sum of §60.000 for lue beneft of
the sufferera in Socutherm Naly K
was arranged tha this shoula
be iransmitted tomorrow thi the
state departmeny direct 1o the Italian
Rag Croes at Rome-in order that it
might be riflizsed st once,
Tt was also dec'ded to request the
pre of rta'er sending in the
n of fondn for the Rallans
such comtributions transmit-

ed until

NEWPORT NEWS, VA, THURSDA

MESSINA 13 A MASS

0F FAESHEPT RS

Seventy Thousand Persons Peished
in This One Town as Result
of Earthquake.

A e T

DESTITUTION 15 APPALLIKG

Reggio and 8core of Other Towns De-
vastated—40,000 Died In Reggio—

Total Deaths Far Above Hundred

Thousand—Survivors of Earth Con

vulsion Starving.

——

(By Assoclateq Prese)
ROME, Der. 30.—The immensity of

the earthquake disaster in Southern

Italy and Sicily ecan only be meas
ured by the fact that it is now esti
mated thzt 110,000 peaple perished
in Messina and Regglo. A score of
other towns have
and thousands of vietims in these
places uust be odded to the roll

1u the faes of this awful catastrd
phe all lialy stands appailed.

Nor has the full cezin 1ist ye! been
reported.- Ship loads  of
have arrived ar Naples and other
ports, and the vast majority of thes”
are sorely Injurel. Thoneands ate
wandering about the strects starving.
The forees that on Monday over-
whelmed phe cities also destroyed
the means of subsistenes.

C st =

Telegraph commumcation has been
established with Messina, the appa-
retus having been installed in a rafl-
WRY van,

Messages which have come over
the line though they have been me-
ager in detail, show ‘hat hope I8
gone,

Nothing remnins of the elty but &
mass of ruins that have heen swep!
by fire. A more handfa]l ef surviv-
ors are be'ng cared for by the Rus-
rian forces, but their distress has
been increased ly the ey winds.

Destitution Everywhere.

Destilutign is everywhere and is
appalling. There is little food and
leas water. Of Megsina 90,000 poou-
lztion it Is believed that fully 70,000
perished.

Forty thousend people died in Reg
glo- .

King Victor Emmanue] and Queen
Helena are in_ Mess'na today. The
king explored the ruins regardless of
the danger to which he expressed
himself. He was cften moved to
tears at the heartrending s=cen<s he
came UpPOn it every turn.

The king was lond in his praise of
the splendid work accomplished by
the Ttalian,
binejackets who =saved many persons
who otherwise would have perished:

The queen spent the drov In the
wards of impoverished hospital: vis-
iting the woundrd, many of whom
bave lost all that was dear to them.
Her majesty did her best !o cheer
thm with womanly words of consola-
tion often break'ng Into robS %s she
ligtened to Rheir dreadful tgles of
suffering.

The king left for Rezgio Tonight.
Refugees Terror Stricken.
Catania, the larzest ecity nearest 'o
the zome of the disaster, is crowded
with refugees and the cont'nuous
sirram of fugitives coming In the
sight of the wounded and repetition
of real or imaginary earthquakes
have so aiarmed the peonle 'hat thev
are bhecoming wncontrollable. There
Is no longer ey places where the

refugees may fing shelter,

€ardinal -Nava . Bontife,
archbishop of Catania. hes employen
ali the momey in his possession to
provide bread for the fugitives, but
the poor of Cataniz are al=o In greal
need, as the ordinary hus'ness por
smi's have been entirely Interrupt-
ed.

The government is finding diffien’-
ty in asceriaining the fale of the
mary foreigmers who were in the
earthquake zome 3t the time of the
eatastronhe.

Americon Coneul Dead,

The commander of the hattieshin
Admirs] Makharoff. which arrived
with faritives a: Naples today. com-
firms the repeort of the desth of the
American consul at Mesrina. Arthur
& Cherey and hiz wife, who were
buried in the ro‘ns of the econsul
ate

The rumber of Americans in ‘e
city and southern Traly in heheved
o 1+ emal] and several of them are
reported in Bave been staying at Ta
ormina_ whih is on the east comet
aboy: 30 miler sonthwest of Mess'na

According tn the latest renorts this
placs sroffered no  harm from the

«arthquake.
of Condolence.
All the sovereigne and heads of
staten of the foreign government

Leen devasiated, |t 8f

| purpnss.
-1 science may diclate,

fugliives |

Rruss'an and anlish/

GOVERNOR ASKS AID FOR

EARTHQUAKE SU!FERERS,

Virginizns to Substantlally
Show their Sympathy for
Stricken People,

Urges

(By the Assoclated Press.

RICHMONB., VA, Dee. 30.—Gover
nor ¢, A Swauson ton'ght lesued the
follewing prociamution:

“To the peopw of Vircinin, A dls-
aster of appalling proportions  has
oceurred in the ixlang of Sicfly and
Southern lialy, It is ex'mated that
the Hyes of 200000 people have been
lost, and a milion repdored home-
lese and destitute,

“Never before in the world's his
tory has thete ariscn g greater oc-
carion for our h_\lnl:llhl\ ur g gre aer
nece ssity  for  fmediate substantia:
w'd to sufferers,

“1 Ledeve that the people of Vir-
sinin will be plod 1o o =8 their
:-,\uumlh{ by making contiibutions 19
alleviate “the  pres o frichtfal dis
tres: of orp fellow holpes

Therefore, || as povernor of th'e
state do earnestly request thag the
prople 4 the citivs, own., villages
ang counties of Viginia, cither in
mags mesting or by jrivate sabserip-
tions, mfkes such a4 contrhutlon as
they are able to do for the relief o1
those afflictag people.

Collectien on Sunday Next.

“1 do farther request that the peo
ple at their respective places of wor
ship on Sundey xt, or a1 the ver}
liest meeting, and all iraternal or
ganizations make colieetions for th's
lLet each glve as his econ
or his means
Justify. The eariler these collections
are made the bter. The necessi
tieg of these people #re urgent and
immediate,

“f appoint as a commitiee to re-
ceive  any contributions  1har  are
made in puarsuanc: of thiz reqoest
Mr_John P. Brancn, Mr. John I Pur
cell, Mr. 1. 2. Morris, Mr. James N
Boyd, Hen, J. Tayler Ellison 2nd Mr
William M. HIll, to apy one of whom
remitiances may be made”

————— ————

HELD FOR MURDER.

White Man and Noro Charged Wit
Killing of Mitchell,
(By Assoclated Press.)

RALEIGH, N. C., Dec. 30.—A; the
clore, late today, of a two days' pge
liminary hearing by Justice Dixot
and Mayor McMullan of Edenton,
Will Drew, white, and a negro names
Warren, were held without bafl
charged with the marder of John 1
Mitchell, a white man whose body
was found afioat in Edenton ba,
Christmas Day.

Bob Francis, white, also was hels
nnder $250 bond. Several wound
were discovered about the head wher
the body was found.

This led to ruspicion of a foul pla-
and a coroner's jury was empaneled
and an investigation bezun.

A post mortem examipation
vealed the faet That 1ife was extine
before the body reached the water.

The coroner's jury rendered a ver
dict that the decfased came to hi
death st the hands of parties un
known to the jury.

The coroner’s jury then requesie
a thorongh investiga'ion by the sher
iff and police.

Monday Will Drew, Jim Goodwin
John Lassiter, all white, and two ne
groes named Cook and Warren wer
arregted. Later Bob Francis was ar
rested.

—— e —————
“AD" LED TO TRAGEDY.

Husband Kills Amat Actor Whe
Lured Wife Away.
DENVER, Dec. 30.—An advertise
ment for an actress to aecompan’
C.dCuvier Dury on a vaundville tonr
was the first step in the rragedy whicl
resulted yesterday In the killing o
Dury by C, Burdette Rell '
The advertlsement, inserted in
Denver paper, attracted the attentior
of Mrs. Bell, whose hisban]l wa
working jn Laramie, Wyo.. and sh¢
calied on Dury. Dury told the young
wife stori-s of stage life which en
chanted h-r, and a week ago she lef
her mother’s home, tak’ng her bahy
ang went to live with Dury. who ha
previously left his constmpiive wil
#t an ouidoor resort in Englewood
Bell, hearing of his wife's act'on
hurried Inck from lLaremie and for
days walked the streeta of [inve:
looking for her and Pury.  Finaliy he
loczted them at & rooming bouse o7
Curtle street. Yeslerday afternoon b
went to the houpe found his wils
and Dury together and, though Mrs
RBell plegded for PDury's Ple, sho

and killeg him

Bell told the police !2ter that Dur
had cttacked him firs!, but added
' did what 1 thought was my doty’
Dury an<s Hell were graluates of
the Cincinnall College of Masic and
had formed an accfainicpors toms
fims .t 4ore Mre. Rell  became  ac
quatnted with Dury,

Son_of University Man.

CINCINNATL,  Der, z!— Chart< 1
Covier -Dury, Jr. who weg shot and
kitieg by C. Burdette Bell in Denver
wae a som of Profl. Charies C. Pury.
of thig city, ah omnithologist of ne-
tional Mepy ation. Professor Dury '
taxid University of Cln-
cinnat! amd books
abou! bl
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PUTS QUIETUS UPON |
SOUTHERN TAFTGLIBS”

President-Elect Doubts Wisdom of
“Independant  Democrats”
Boreowing His Name.

——

THEY SHOULD USE PROPER TITLE|

Declines to Encourage Buch Organi-
zations, However Styled, At Present

—~Question Discussed With Ham-

mond and Richmerd Man—Taft

will Pay Visit to Negro School,

(By Associated Press.)

AUGUSTA. GA, Dec. 30.—Presi
dent-elect Taft has effectually put a
gietua on the desire which was be-
cinning to develop intn activity to
organlze “Taft Clubs™ throughout the
Sonth.

Mr, Talt doubts the wisdom of en-
somnging at this time political arti-
vy i Aany form.

In this view he js heartily secont-
d b Mr Hitcheock, Republican nae
rtonal chalrman

This snbject was wnder direct con-;

sideration today at the initiative of
fohn Haycs Hammong, who was wil-
‘mg at this time to undertake to ex-
end the Influence of the Nationnl
League of Republican Clubg through-
sul the Southern States prefcrably
under the style of "Taft Clubs.™
Should Bear Proper Name.

Mr. Taft declared firmly against the
“Taft Club" proposition, Shoulq It
ecome expedient gt  some future
time to encourage the organization
¢ the “independent” Democratic ele
ment of the South. he belleves such
wganizations should be called
what they are, “ipdependent.”

The subjeet waas discuased between
Mr. Taft, Mr, Hitchcock, Mr. Ham-
nond and Henry Anflersom, of Rich-
mond, Va.

W, H. Mi
was invited
saw Mr, Taft,

Mr. Taft t ¢y recelved infprma-
tion from Charleg Hopkins Cl of
Hartford, regarding the Ccnnect

enatorial contest belng waged be-
tween Benator Brandegee and Edenc-
ser Hill. Mr, Clark [avors the lat-
&7 for the place, Incidentally he
wesented to Mr. Taft the claims ©of
he Nutmeg State for cablnet recog-
aition

ell, of Atlanta, who
re by MMr. Hammond,

Wwill Visit Negro School.

Judson Lyons, former regleter of
the treasury,
\ngusta, Ga., oblained Mr. Taft's
yromise to pay & visit and make an
sddress af Hains Normal schcol, a
ocal school for negro ehlidren.

Mr, Taft will vieit the school! Janu-
ary 18,

George R Sheldon, who has join-
d the winter colcny at Alkem, 8. C.,
ald his respects to Mr. Taft today
nng played a game of golf on the
srounds ©f the Country Club.

The Country Club s to ve the
rene of a New Years' eve reception
it which Mr, and Mrs, Taft will be
yresented to  the several hundred
members of the club of which the
Presldentelect has been made an
TUNOTATY member.

Missourian Talks Tar.f.

That zine should be®protected in
the mext tariff law is the earnest con.
rention of W. B. Calkins, who comes
from  the zine producing portion oL
Missouri.

Nr. Taft referred Mr. Calking to
he ways and meass commiltee of
the House of Representatives as the
place to make represeniation.

Mr. Calking indicated thnt he was
vound for Washington, but believed
hat the President-elect ought also
o be in possession of the nDeels of
e industry. Protection . against
Moxico ig his desire. *

Senator  Lodge, of Massachusetts.
s ' come to Augusta shortly and
wational Committesman Ward, of
Ne# York and Booker, of Connecticut
bave been javited lo play golf with
Mr. Taft

SR
KILLED BY

\ el
Fe =1lef Siayer Then
- Wornmely
No7! ., VA
cial to ' the

TUUIRNY WONEN WENT VST

who 1a ™ resident of

he refured 1o remain, drew & revol'
ver and shot Stone in the right tem-
Ile,

“When he tel] she fired agaln, the
ball 1odging In the hase of his brain.

“8he then shot herself twice ln the
forehend and temple,

“The doctors &t the hospltal say the
woman has a fighting chance for her
e &

“Stone has two  brothera, Albert
Stone, f New York, and Captaln Ed-
Mar Stono, Unlied Siates Army, Sta
tianed at Luzon, P 1,

“The former I8 on his way here to
take charge of the bodr”™

Coroner’'s Verdigt.

RALEIGH, N. ', Dec, J0.—A spe-
e'nl tonight from Washington, says
a Jury to examine into the death of
Luther £ Stone was sworn in- this
afternvon vy Coroner Taylor and af
ter viewing the remains, watching a
postmoriem examination and hearing
the testimony of w!tnesses, fendered
a verdlet “that the deceased came
to his death from a pistol Iy , the
hauds of May Woolard.' 3

Seyornl persons were arriste] to-
day and held as witneesea, 3

No American Deaths Reported.’

RUME, Dee. 30.—Ambagsador Grie-
com  retnrned  late  this gfternoon
from the foreign office whe & went
Yo make fnguirles regarding  the
Americans who may have béen In ﬂlll
labria and Slelly at tue ttme of the|
dieaster,

1t s not believed there were any
Americana st glther Messing or Reg-
gin when lhpai:wlm-u were demolish- @
ed, w'th the efeoption, of conrse, of
American Consul Cheney and wife.

There may have been fome Amerk
ecan tourists at Taormina, but no cas-
‘unities have been reported from that
place,

Tonnesee Court Rules Owt Test:
mony in Hosband's: Befense.

Evidenge Yesterdn ! in Night Riders’
Trial Shows Had of Reeifoor Pop
ulation Visited Other Half on Fatal
Nigkt.

(By Assoclated Press.)

UNION CITY, TENN, Dec. 30—
The gquestion of whether a wife can
testify for her husband was raised
today in the trial of 1he elght alleged
night riders for the murder of Cap-
tain Quentin Rankin, and the court
ruled that under the laws of Tennes-
ree g wife coudd not testily for or
against -her husband.

When 1he defcnse offered to exam-
ine Mre, Bud Morris, wife,of one of
tue eight indicted men, the state ob-
jecteq and was sus'sined becaase the
only alibtl she cou'd testify to was
in beha'f of her husband.

The defense then put Mrs, Bob
Hoffman an) Mrs, Sam Applewhite
on the stand. and Mre. Hoffman tes-
tified to an alibl for Sam Applewhite,
and Mra. Applewa... for Boh Hofl-
man, both women alleging tha: the
Hoffmans were their guests on the
night of the murder.

Many Went Visitins

Evidence 'nirodnzed today made it
eviden: that half the Re<ifoor vake
population spent  the mnight of the
murder with the other half L

The state nop only adinfis [his, but
wiil eoffer additional evidence to sub-
stantiste it. But the #'a‘et’s theory
varies from that of the defense

The state con'endz tha. the varjocs
male hesds of famiiies, knowing that
they were going out to kil] Rankin
angd Taylor that nigh!, took their
wives to the honses of fr'ends in or
der that ‘he women misht not be
left alome in the lonely lake homes ).

Almort every witness  introdeced
17 the defense is a relative of one
of 'he ludicted mon,

Comnected by Marrisge

The deferse expiains this by say-
Ing that the res'dems of The lake
gion have intermarvied for years
til mearly 2il families there e
nected by marriage ties

The first witners  today
yrar old Della Frog, a bride of
weeke who has been g
the Reelfoot Lake dis'ret
iife

The girl married g

who came bore Jo
the go T ordiey

g .

Brother of Two Accused M
Jury of Changes He Noted:
tain's - Menal
Fail from His Eyes Al

tng of “Williah E. Ana
adjournment of the trial

early receds. Was

Mr. Mcintyre found himeeil
to 5o on with the case this aft
and Jurtlee COrine o

Dr. Austin Flint,
prosecution, (nformed:
Crene tHat Melnotyre waa 8y
from overwork and that a

WIE __[;—A-!!ﬂ fE-ani*num probably prevent a. bres

Inter, which would caure &

Counse] Selged with Dixxl

Mr. Mcintyrs was selzed
ziness while examining M
Haine, U, 8. A, brother
Hafns, who had been o
tes!’fying 1o his brather's
dition, -whi in aaid to

Major y
neas for the defense
t. trembled  witly:
mins told the JURy
changes that he had noted
Hains" menta! condition r
ago to the time when the o8
told of those bappenings thai
the separation {rom hils ]

All through his iestimony
fell from Major Hains® ey

Major Hains sald Capta
displayed evidences of b
tional and that his mind. o
reverted to the things that
told him concerning his wiltle
leged conduct with Anals.

Mre, General Peter ¢, Halos,
er of the delendant, Is Tepo
to be guite Hi In New York
Is raig that she mey not Ba’

Minnie Roane, the 0
Hains' hourehold, was recalled

She sald =he made a most
night when she said she told
Halne the night of his
the West of the ba
that It was @

i

75l

the regu'sr American
orgamisation either at
or In 1hé rlotes as the
national reilel agen-
@lstribution , of swc)
..#

bave peat  exprestions of wag
svmpathy and

|?! ...
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